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Amtrak Vacations launch
INDEPENDENT train holiday 

provider Yankee Leisure Group 
today confirmed the launch of a 
new Sydney office, which will see 
the debut of Amtrak Vacations in 
the local market.

The move has been some time 
in the planning, and also sees the 
return of the Railbookers brand 
which was taken over by Yankee 
Leisure Group (YLG) following the 
closure of its previous Australian 
operations more than two years 
ago (TD 10 Mar 2016).

YLG purchased Railbookers and 
honoured all existing bookings 
(TD 24 Mar 2016) but did not re-
establish the Sydney office.

The launch of Amtrak Vacations 
follows a year of unprecedented 
growth for the business, and 
reflects “the increasing demand 
by Australian travellers for 
independent, customised 
train travel throughout North 
America,” the company said.

Company President Frank 
Marini, who arrived in Australia 
yesterday for the launch, said 
Yankee Leisure group also 
operates Yankee Holidays and 
Railbookers, which includes VIA 
Rail Vacations by Railbookers and 
Eurostar Vacations by Railbookers.

The business is the biggest 
independent rail vacation 
provider to the US, Canada and 
Europe, with Marini saying “we 
are excited about our new office 
in Sydney and the opportunity to 
assist Australian travel agents and 
travellers with booking the train 
holiday of a lifetime to the USA 
and Canada”.

A range of launch offers are 
available including $300 off per 
couple on Roomette upgrades, 
and $400 per couple on Bedroom 
upgrades on any 2019 trips 
booked before 31 Oct.

New local websites are now live 
at www.amtrakvacations.com.au 
and railbookers.com.au.

E X C L U S I V E

Fiji marketing role
TOURISM Fiji has kicked of the 

recruitment process for a new 
Director of Marketing role.

The Nadi-based position 
will report to Tourism Fiji CEO 
Matt Stoeckel, with incumbent 
Michelle Sinnott (TD 18 Jul 2017) 
understood to be stepping down.
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SMALL GROUP TOURING

ASIA 2019/20
Our Asia 2019/20 Small Group Touring program is now available. 
There’s a treasure trove of amazing experiences awaiting you in 
exotic Asia and we’ve got it covered with 23 outstanding itineraries.

For more details visit 
bunniktours.com.au/Asia-Tours

Program 
Out Now!

MAXIMUM
GROUP SIZE

20

CENTARA IS… 
AFFORDABLE

LUXURY

Centara Grand Beach Resort & Villas Hua Hin 
Named as one of the top heritage hotels in Asia by CNN Travel

NZ’s Dave is back
AIR New Zealand yesterday 

rolled out the latest iteration of 
its “Better way to fly” campaign 
to encourage Australians to travel 
to the Americas via Auckland, with 
Dave the Goose (Bryan Brown) 
wanting to be a flight attendant - 
traveldaily.com.au/videos.
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